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NEW FILMS FROM CANADA
LAUNCHING FEBRUARY 2020 IN THE U.S.

CANADA NOW 2020:
EYES WIDE OPEN
NEW FILMS
FROM CANADA
In these troubled, tense, tempestuous times, now is the moment to
look to your northern neighbor’s film artists for their 2020 visions.
CANADA NOW 2020 is coming soon, and it features some of Canada’s
most acclaimed veteran filmmakers as well as some sensational
emerging cinematic talents.
As William Faulkner famously wrote, “The past is never dead. It’s not
even past.” The films in CANADA NOW 2020 offer diverse, inventive
explorations of how the past both exists in and shapes the present.
While its presence can be traumatic, it can also be a source of power
and inspiration. In dramatic and documentary forms, in tones serious
and comic, these Canadian filmmakers tell stories that confront that
gnarled interaction of then and now with cinematic artistry and with
open eyes and open hearts.
The CANADA NOW 2020 offerings range from Atom Egoyan’s dark
father-daughter tale GUEST OF HONOUR and Zacharias Kunuk’s
breathtaking drama of colonialism in the vast snowy landscapes
of Canada’s north, ONE DAY IN THE LIFE OF NOAH PIUGATTUK,
to Sophie Deraspe’s astonishing modern update of ANTIGONE
(winner of the Best Canadian Feature Film Award at the Toronto
International Film Festival) and THIS IS NOT A MOVIE, Yung Chang’s
revealing documentary portrait of international journalism’s fearless
foreign correspondent, Robert Fisk. The selection also includes
Louise Archambault’s poetic AND THE BIRDS RAINED DOWN, the
story of three aging hermits living ‘off the grid,’ and Nicole Dorsey’s
debut feature; BLACK CONFLUX, an original coming-of-age drama
set in a small town in Canada’s easternmost province, Newfoundland;
WHITE LIE, a psychological thriller about a young woman who fakes a
cancer condition to raise money for herself online; and A BROTHER’S
LOVE, an offbeat comedy about a sister and brother who have a
decidedly unique filial bond.
Starting in February, the films of the fourth edition of the CANADA
NOW film selection will be available for bookings by theatres, art
house cinemas, festivals, film societies and educational institutions.
Open your eyes. There is much to see.
Get ready for 2020 vision, Canadian style.

Antigone

Follow us on Facebook at @CanadaNowFilm
www.CanadaNowFestival.com

A BROTHER’S LOVE/
LA FEMME DE MON FRÈRE

AND THE BIRDS RAINED DOWN/
IL PLEUVAIT DES OISEAUX

Director: Monia Chokri
2019 | 117 MINUTES | FRENCH WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Director: Louise Archambault
2019 | 127 MINUTES | FRENCH WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Sophia is 35 years old, single, and facing that dreaded mid-life crisis. After failing to
secure a position in a university Philosophy Department due to some controversial
elements of her dissertation, she needs to re-examine her life decisions to this point.
Since her part-time job managing a community centre art gallery isn’t enough to pay
for her own apartment, Sophia ‘temporarily’ moves in with her beloved older brother,
Karim. Given their intense sibling relationship, he’s more than happy to share his place.
This seemingly unbreakable bond will be suddenly put to the test, however, when
Karim falls head over heels in love with Sophia’s doctor, Eloïse. Her existential crisis
aside, there’s a more immediate one staring Sophia down: where’s she going to live
now that Karim’s life is radically changing? Her life will go in unexpected new directions.
An insightful wry, and quirky comedy, A Brother’s Love was the opening film at the
Un Certain Regard section at Cannes and is a smart, sassy debut feature from writerdirector Monia Chokri.

In this meditative drama about time and friendship, award-winning director Louise
Archambault (Familia, Gabrielle) weaves together the stories of three aging hermits who
have left their former lives and gone ‘off the grid’ into the Quebec landscape. Living
in a remote forest near a lake, Tom, Charlie, and Ted pass the time by tending to their
neighbor’s cannabis crop, swimming, singing, and reminiscing. Their peaceful pastoral
existence is soon shattered by a sudden death of one in their group, and by the arrival of
two women: a young photographer who wants to know more about the troubled pasts
of these hermits, and an elderly woman who spent most of her life institutionalized and
is now looking for solace in nature. Meanwhile, wildfires are threatening the region and
encroaching on what was their idyllic life away from the modern world. Within its quiet,
intimate personal dramas, And The Birds Rained Down delivers a poetic, elegiac study
of intertwined lives and destinies, where love can happen at any age. It also features a
star-studded ensemble cast of legendary Quebec actors, including Remy Girard,
Gilbert Sicotte, Louise Portal, and Andrée Lachapelle.

►Official Selection: Cannes (Opening Film, Un Certain Regard)
“[…] A Brother’s Love certainly does confirm Chokri as a directorial talent to watch with
something to say.” Boyd van Hoeij, The Hollywood Reporter
“Full of astutely droll observations, Chokri’s script lends relatable credence to the film’s
sharp situational comedy.” Caroline Tsai, The Playlist

►Selected as one of Canada’s Top Ten of 2019
►Official Selections: Toronto, San Sebastian, Vancouver,
Montréal (FNC), Palm Springs
“A deceptively gentle rural drama with an ecological slant and a tone that darkens as
it advances, And the Birds Rained Down ends up delivering far more than it initially
promises.” Jonathan Holland, The Hollywood Reporter
“A quiet, gentle film about emotional and geographic exile, this melancholic charmer
is a choral character study whose slow pacing matches the unhurried lifestyle of its
protagonists and the diurnal and seasonal rhythms of the nature they inhabit.”
Lee Marshall, ScreenDaily

ANTIGONE

BLACK CONFLUX

Director: Sophie Deraspe
2019 | 109 MINUTES | FRENCH WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Director: Nicole Dorsey
2019 | 100 MINUTES | ENGLISH

Writer-director Sophie Deraspe’s incisive ‘liberal adaptation’ of the Greek tragedy by
Sophocles is the daring story of one young woman’s passionate commitment to make
the world a better place, even if it means sacrificing herself. An Algerian-born teenager
growing up with her immigrant family in Montréal, Antigone’s (a stunning, luminous
performance by Nahéma Ricci) world is shaken when her oldest brother is killed by
police and her other brother arrested; if convicted, he will face deportation. Antigone
soon invents a fearless, dangerous plan to free him: but can it succeed? As Antigone’s
predicament intensifies and the consequences of her actions spiral out of control, the
film deftly incorporates urgent and explosive contemporary questions of immigration
and belonging, social media and identity, and the possibilities of idealism.

Set in small town Newfoundland in 1987, Nicole Dorsey’s stylish debut feature revolves
around the lives of two very different misfits. Intelligent and creative, Jackie Dunphy
(Ella Ballentine in a striking performance) is a promising high school student with a bright
future, but she struggles with both her damaged family’s past and her own confusing
present. Raised by her aunt and haunted by Dunphy family failures, Jackie tries to fit in
by partying and skipping school, all by way of carving out her own identity. In another
part of town, meanwhile, Dennis Smarten (Ryan McDonald) is a socially awkward, slightly
menacing man with a troubled personal history who can’t seem to hold down a steady
job and who has unsettling fantasies about women. He, too, in his own dark way, is
searching for a place to belong in a society that excludes him. When their lives intersect,
both of them will be changed forever. An astute, perceptive character drama, Black
Conflux is an impressive, assured first feature by a talented writer-director.

►Selected as one of Canada’s Top Ten of 2019
►Winner, Best Canadian Feature Film at the Toronto International Film Festival;
selected as one of Canada’s Top Ten of 2019
►Canada’s official entry for Best International Film Oscar at the Academy
Awards 2020
►Official Selections: Toronto, Vancouver, Montréal (FNC), Busan
“Canada’s Oscar submission is an intelligent, moving reworking of Sophocles’ tragedy,
electrified by a breakout turn from star Nahéma Ricci.” Jessica Kiang, Variety
“Writer/director Sophie Deraspe’s loose adaptation retains a fascination with the ties
and responsibilities of family, but also develops into a timely reflection on the refugee
experience. An ambitious, wide-ranging drama destined to appeal to serious-minded
audiences, Antigone’s international profile will be raised by its selection as Canada’s
Oscar candidate and by the award for best Canadian feature at TIFF.”
Allan Hunter, ScreenDaily

►Selected as one of Canada’s Top Ten of 2019
►Official Selections: Toronto, Halifax, Vancouver, Santa Barbara
“The lives of two emotionally damaged small-town misfits slowly converge in Canadian
writer-director Nicole Dorsey’s accomplished debut feature […] Black Conflux is a constant
visual delight […] it is plainly the work of a skilled filmmaker with ample future potential.”
Stephen Dalton, The Hollywood Reporter
“Filmmaker Dorsey keeps viewers guessing with her promising debut.” Brad Wheeler,
The Globe and Mail
“With strong performances and an arresting tone, Black Conflux […] is […] a striking
calling card for its talented maker.” Nikki Baughan, Screen International

GUEST OF HONOUR

ONE DAY IN THE LIFE OF NOAH PIUGATTUK

Director: Atom Egoyan
2019 | 105 MINUTES | ENGLISH, ARMENIAN WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Director: Zacharias Kunuk
2019 | 111 MINUTES | ENGLISH, INUKTITUT WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Internationally acclaimed veteran auteur filmmaker Atom Egoyan (The Sweet Hereafter,
Adoration, Remember) returns with a complex, absorbing family drama about a fatherdaughter relationship wrestling with past traumas that inform present circumstances. Jim
Davis (played brilliantly by David Thewlis) is a health inspector in Hamilton, making sure
restaurants are up to health code standards. His daughter, Veronica (Laysla De Oliveira),
a high school music teacher, has been recently incarcerated for inappropriate behaviour
with students. Jim is convinced that she is innocent, but his efforts to reduce her sentence
are blocked by Veronica’s mysterious refusal to cooperate. In the midst of trying to
understand his daughter’s attitude, Jim channels his energy and frustration into his work,
with some unsettling results and, as always in Egoyan, some startling revelations.

Set in 1961 on Canada’s far northern Baffin Island, Zacharias Kunuk’s latest drama is a
quietly riveting tale drawn from the historical reality of the attempted forced relocation
and cultural assimilation of Canada’s Inuit Indigenous peoples. The film revolves around
Noah Piugattuk and his nomadic Inuit band who live and hunt as their ancestors have
done for millennia in the vast snowy landscapes. During one hunting trip, proceedings
are interrupted by the unexpected arrival of an Inuit translator and a white government
employee, known as ‘Boss.’ Dispatched by the Government of Canada, Boss wants to
convince Noah and his band to move to a settlement far from their traditional lands.
Their intense conversation, translated with varying (and amusing) degrees of accuracy,
is both dramatic and illuminating about the processes of, and strategies of resistance to,
the forces of colonization. Mesmerizing.

►Official Selections: Venice, Toronto, Vancouver, London, Busan
“In a completely absorbing human drama. […] While these are not mysteries in the
conventional sense, it does make sense that Egoyan is a great admirer of Alfred Hitchcock,
who had a similar fascination with hidden things being revealed. […] David Thewlis and
Laysla De Oliveira are both brilliant in their extremely challenging, carefully nuanced
roles.” Monica Reid, Far Out Magazine
“Guest of Honour is ultimately a film that is both about the subjective nature of memory
and the ease with which people can slip into taking advantage of the authority they
have over others less powerful than themselves. […] the result is a complex, at times
melancholic study of a father-daughter relationship gone awry over with the passing
of time.” Stephanie Watts, The Playlist

►Selected as one of Canada’s Top Ten of 2019
►Official Selections: Toronto, Vancouver, Montréal (FNC)
“Directed by Atanarjuat: The Fast Runner’s Kunuk, One Day in the Life of Noah Piugattuk
illustrates Inuit-colonial relationships brilliantly.” Kelly Boutsalis, NOW Magazine
“One Day in the Life of Noah Piugattuk is a comedy of manners that is no laughing
matter. The latest film from Zacharias Kunuk (The Fast Runner, Searchers) sees Inuit-settler
relationships humorously and tragically lost in translation.” Pat Mullen, POV Magazine

THIS IS NOT A MOVIE

WHITE LIE

Director: Yung Chang
2019 | 106 MINUTES | ENGLISH

Directors: Calvin Thomas, Yonah Lewis
2019 | 96 MINUTES | ENGLISH

This fascinating, intimate portrait of British journalist Robert Fisk may be about a single
journalist, but it’s also an intelligent and valuable documentary about how — now more
than ever — credible, reliable journalism in general is crucial to understanding our
tumultuous world. Acclaimed documentary filmmaker Yung Chang (Up The Yangtze)
follows Fisk’s storied and often dangerous career, from his early coverage of the
‘Troubles’ in Northern Ireland to the various, ongoing, and intense Middle East conflicts
from the Israeli-Palestinian tensions to recent events in Syria. Despite what could be
described as decades of disillusioning world events, many of which he has covered up
close, Robert Fisk remains passionate and committed to journalism, and is an articulate
commentator on how knowledge and awareness is produced in what can often be very
and sometimes dangerously biased media.

Twentysomething university student Katie Arneson (played with arrestingly intensity by
Kacey Rohl) is struggling to balance life and school. Estranged from her father and
damaged by the death of her mother, Katie is trying to cope with not only financial stresses
in her life, but also a recent cancer diagnosis. To deal with both, she starts an online
funding campaign to pay her way through school and for the ongoing cancer treatments.
Trouble is, Katie’s cancer story is fake; she’s made it up as a personal fundraising scheme.
While initially convincing, cracks soon begin to appear in her story. Pressure mounts
when her girlfriend, her father, university officials, as well as nurses and doctors, start
asking Katie for proof of her condition. Her increasingly desperate strategies to maintain
the fiction will lead her into dangerous territory. A fascinating, tautly constructed psychological drama, White Lie is a searching examination of millennial identity and morality in
the age of social media.

►Official Selections: Toronto, London, DOC NYC
“A timely and essential film for the era of Fake News, the latest from Yung Chang
(Up the Yangtze) follows legendary foreign correspondent Robert Fisk, who has spent
a lifetime exposing the truth in war zones where, as the saying goes, truth is the first
casualty.” Steve Gravestock, Toronto International Film Festival
“Yung Chang’s documentary about British journalist Robert Fisk is complex and cinematic.”
Norman Wilner, NOW Magazine

►Selected as one of Canada’s Top Ten of 2019
►Official Selections: Toronto, Vancouver, Whistler, Palm Springs
“Driven by nuanced, persuasive performances and shot with an urgent, jittery tension,
White Lie is a compelling close-up character study of a recklessly needy anti-heroine
caught in an impossible dilemma of her own making. Nervy and kinetic, it succeeds as
a small-scale psychological thriller.” Stephen Dalton, Variety
“Directors Yonah Lewis and Calvin Thomas’s film about a student faking a cancer diagnosis
is an incisive psychological drama.” Norman Wilner, NOW Magazine
“A gripping cautionary tale for the Fake News era.” Stephen Dalton, Variety

TELEFILM CANADA’S CANADA NOW 2020
As of February 2020, the films of the th edition of the CANADA NOW film selection
will be available for bookings by theatres, art house cinemas, festivals, film societies
and educational institutions.
FILM SELECTION + PROGRAMMING
All films can be booked “ la carte” or as a series into your existing programming
strands: new indie, woman-directed, documentary as well as Indigenous and
French-language films.
Screening links available for your programming consideration.
Don’t hesitate to ask questions about the selection if you need recommendations
SCREENING FEE
Each feature film in the 2020 program is available for a 300 booking fee for up
to two screenings per film. License fees may vary for film festivals.
SCREENING FORMAT
All films are available on DCP, on Eclairplay in DCP-quality or on blu-ray.
PROMOTIONAL SUPPORT
Telefilm Canada will offer promotional support to venues presenting CANADA NOW films.
TALENT TRAVEL
Venues organizing a “festival format” or special events for CANADA NOW films may
contact Telefilm Canada for talent attendance.
NOTE
In the event that you are showing the films as a festival or series, the event may be named
CANADA NOW (promo material provided).
We kindly ask you to recognize our contribution to the programming:
CANADA NOW was made possible with the support of Telefilm Canada.
BOOKING + SCREENING LINKS
DADA FILMS
MJ Peckos, mj dadafilms.net
Maggie Cohen, maggie dadafilms.net
T: (310) 273 1
INFORMATION + PROMOTIONAL SUPPORT
TELEFILM CANADA
Brigitte Hubmann, brigitte.hubmann telefilm.ca
HEAD OF CANADA NOW, INTERNATIONAL PROMOTION
T: ( 38) 69 1189

Follow us on Facebook at @CanadaNowFilm
www.CanadaNowFestival.com

