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“Do you think some people lucky and other people are not lucky,” asks Kit (Dylan 
Authors), ”or do you think that some people are lucky and other people are just regular?” 
 
“I don’t know,” responds his girlfriend, Alice (Julia Sarah Stone). 
 
“I think that some people are not lucky,” he concludes, sitting on a suitcase by the side of 
the road, waiting to thumb a ride from Nova Scotia to Sydney, Canada. 
 
The pair are 15 and the year is 1976. Kit wants to leave his dad to live with his artist mother. 
Alice wants to have goodbye sex with Kit. There are reasons why this won’t happen. You 
could say that Alice is unlucky, or you could say that romantic rejection is just regular. You 
could say that being young enough to bounce back makes you lucky, given the enviable 
position it gives you at the start of a road that ends in death. 
 
Bruce McDonald’s decision to film Weirdos in black-and-white is a curious counterpoint to 
the stereotypical depiction of the '70s as an explosion of colour, chaos and energy. His 
images are serene and laconic. Events play out at a dawdling pace, undercutting the 
emotions of characters with a kind of existential glibness. Sure, the film seems to say, Alice 
and Kit are very upset at times – "I don't want to remember this," says Alice, when Kit 
advises her to put a finger on her forehead so that her third eye can record the moment – 
but it too will pass. A few days of road-tripping in the lives of two teens poses no real 
danger to a future that is yet to be written. 
 
Still, the perspective of the director is not the perspective of the characters. Weirdos 
contains performances of such conviction that it's a shame the film doesn't hold them 
closer or reflect their huge emotions. A turning point comes at a beach party when Kit dares 
to have his orientation teased out by a boy who ends up bolting. The almost-seduction is 
scripted to perfection: 
 
“It’s too bad you’re not a little drunk?” 
 
“Why’s that?’ 
 
“Because sometimes, if you’re a little drunk, things happen that wouldn’t if you weren’t.” 
 
"Things happen" is such a vague phrase, yet spoken by a mouth hovering inches away to Kit, 
who has not explored his sexuality before, the two casual words mine a whole imagination 
worth of promise.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
For Alice, the happening thing used to be Kit, and still kind of is, even after she sees him 
with this boy and in one cruel moment realises that her romance with him never was.  
 
The trip to Sydney is one of self-discovery and disillusionment for them both. For Kit, the 
image of his mother is destined to be debunked. She is a dramatic artist saddled with 
Blanche DuBois-style affectations of feminine power. She is a still-beautiful ex-model with 
an anecdote about Andy Warhol taking her photo that means so much to Kit that the queer 
pop-art icon is his imaginary friend.  
 
So, Alice and Kit are unlucky because they encounter crushing disappointment. But they are 
lucky because they have people to support them in the midst of their lows. The landlord and 
lover of Kit's mother has lashes on his back inflicted by the Khmer Rouge. He is evidence of 
a more brutal life unfolding in an unluckier place than the arena of growing pains. 
 
What does luck even mean? People can think themselves unlucky because of not getting 
what they want, while not noticing that good fortune is carrying them across great sources 
of suffering. One lucky thing is to be in a position to learn and grow, because the unlucky 
are destined to run into the same walls ad infinitum. In the course of Weirdos, both Alice and 
Kit show themselves able to face the truth. In a way this makes them lucky, just as it’s 
lucky to have a companion for the road ahead. While we cannot help but experience our 
interior lives alone, having caring people close beside you can inspire a gentle way of 
existing that washes from the inside out creating a knack for intimacy, and this knack can 
create a momentum that moves a person on.  
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